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Do all the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 

At all the times you can. 

-- Anon 

Dear Parents, 
 

As parents, we understand that adults of real value, who are truly successful, are 

those who demonstrate knowledge, kindness, wisdom, and ethical behavior. We 

want our children to develop these qualities. We understand that to accomplish 

this we need to help them refocus on how we treat others, maintain a standard of 

integrity, personal honor, act with kindness and ethical behavior – in this way, we 

set the stage for their true success. 
 

The research is very clear – those who are most successful in life are not those who 

only achieve the highest grades. The greatest success comes to those who have 

strong grades and work well with others. It is the students who participate in stu-

dent government, play on teams, are active in clubs and/or community groups, 

who are the ones most likely to reach great success in life. So, acting kindly is not 

only the right way to act, it is also the most productive way to act. 
 

Within this light, as educators assisting students towards success, we will model 

respectful, ethical and caring behaviors. We will meet both the academic and affec-

tive needs of our students. We will meet the needs of high achieving students and 

those who need additional support. 
 

In short, we will work in partnership with you to ensure that all of our students 

develop into well-rounded men and women who are truly successful. We will en-

sure that EVERY child gets a first class seat in our school. We will keep our pro-

grams open to all students who wish to try new opportunities. It is this holistic 

perspective which best ensures students’ success in both the academic and the af-

fective domains.  

 

Sincerely, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D. 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

School Closing Information/Delayed Openings 

 In case of an emergency, you will receive a telephone call and/or email to your home, cell, and work numbers 

and/or email address you have provided to the middle school.  In order to guarantee delivery of messages, please keep 

your contact information up-to-date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radio Stations 

WCBS 880AM 

WALK 1370 AM 

WINS 1010 AM 

WOR 710 AM 

WBLI 106.1 FM 

WHLI 1100 AM 

Television Stations 

News 12 Long Island 

WABC 7 

WNBC 4 

WCBS 2 

FOX 5 

 

News Web Sites 

www.1010wins.com 

www.7online.com 

www.news12.com 

Your Child Absent?  Need Homework Assignments?   

Don’t Worry -- There’s Homework on the Web! 

 Please remember that your child’s homework assignments are available on teacher web 

pages.  If your child is absent for more than three school days, please contact the Guidance Office 

(478-3020) for worksheets or class materials. Please use the web for homework assignments for 

absences of three days or less.   

Spring Parent/Teacher Conferences  

 As in past years, appointments will be reserved for teachers or parents who need to ad-

dress specific concerns.  You will be contacted if any of your child’s teachers feel the necessity to 

meet with you.  Of course, any parent may also request a conference by calling the main office at 

478-3000.  You will receive confirmation of the appointments by mail.  As always, if you have any 

immediate concerns, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher directly. 

Calendar Change 

 Due to the snow days on January 12 and 27, school will be in session on Tuesday, 

April 26 and Friday, May 27, 2011.   

Aerosol Deodorants 

 Please be advised that students should not bring aerosol deodorants to school.   



Spotlight on 

The WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

 As you may recall from the October issue of The Middle View, the Board of Regents, at its June 2010 meeting, 

approved several deficit-reducing actions that impacted the New York State assessment system. One of the decisions 

reached was to eliminate the 8th grade Second Language Proficiency Examinations (SLP) in French, Italian, German, 

Spanish, and Latin.   Under current regulations, in order to receive one unit of credit in a LOTE before entering grade 9, 

students are required to complete two units of study (7th and 8th grade) and pass the SLP in LOTE. This will allow stu-

dents continued opportunity to earn one unit of credit in LOTE before entering grade 9.   Since the exams were elimi-

nated, The Foreign Language Association of Chairpersons and Supervisors (FLACS) includes representatives from over 

60 school districts across Nassau and Suffolk counties.  Garden City is among the five dozen school districts that make 

up the association.  The members of FLACS are working to fill the void created by the state by creating exams which 

model the SLP.  The new exams that will replace the SLP will be called FLACS, Checkpoint A Exam in … French, Ital-

ian, German, Spanish..  As per NYS, the creation of these exams will continue to give the students the necessary credit 

for language study.  In order to ensure that your child has met the requirements for college admission and to compete 

in a globalized society, it is strongly suggested that a student take at least 4 (optimally 5) years of the same World Lan-

guage.  Many colleges may also require that students take a World Language at the collegial level.  We thank you for 

your continued support of our World Languages Program and will keep you apprised of updates as information be-

comes available.     

 

Sincerely, 

Peter J. Giacalone 

District World Languages Coordinator 

Vice-President– FLACS 

Eighth Grade Students Make Comic Books in Spanish 

  As a review project, eighth grade students in Señora Porter’s classes created comic books written 

in Spanish. Students were asked to draw original cartoons or to cut out two to four frame comic strips 

from a newspaper.  The students were asked to create original conversations in Spanish; they could not 

simply translate the English words in the bubbles. Their cartoon characters had short conversations with 

each other about all of the topics that the students had learned. They were encouraged to include some of 

the more than fifty verbs reviewed in class. This was a fun way to review the Spanish verbs and vocabu-

lary that the students have been learning throughout the year.  

 PowerPoint Slide Shows in Spanish Classes 

  Seventh grade students in Mrs. Reilly’s Spanish classes created PowerPoint slide 

shows which showcased their newly acquired knowledge of clothing and shopping vocabu-

lary.  The students completed several tasks:  they named their own stores, designated the 

stores’ hours of operation, and methods of payment accepted at each store.  Students then 

created a PowerPoint presentation which described several articles of clothing, the season in 

which they could be worn, the various colors in which the clothes are available, and the price 

of each article. The PowerPoint was shared among the students during class time. The chil-

dren presented their power points in the target language.  Get those wallets ready to do some 

shopping! 



Spotlight on 

The WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

Students Perform Spanish TV Shows on Stage  

           Eighth grade students in Señora Porter’s classes are currently working on writing scripts in Spanish for American 

television shows.  They spent the month of January working in groups of two to six students writing the scripts for their 

shows.   They will spend two weeks rehearsing their parts in February. The students will  perform their scripts on the 

auditorium stage on February 14 and 16. This project is part of the unit on diversiones culturales. 

 On the day of the performance, students will dress in costumes, bring in props,  and play the theme music to 

their shows.  All of the shows will be videotaped by Señora Porter.  Some of the shows that the students are currently 

working on are:  iCarly, Scrubs, Phineas and Ferb, The Wizards of Waverly Place, Dora the Explorer, Cake Boss, Everybody 

Hates Chris, Good Luck Charlie, Hannah Montana, Sonny with a Chance, and George Lopez.                                                                           

 All of the students are excited to perform in front of their peers.  This is an excellent activity for the students to 

practice their listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing skills in Spanish. 

Eighth Grade Students Learn Shopping Skills in Spanish 

 Students in Señora Porter’s eighth grade classes spent the month of December 

acquiring the necessary vocabulary and skills needed to go shopping in a Spanish 

speaking country. They learned the vocabulary words for different clothing, the materi-

als of which the clothing is made, European sizes, and they learned about the euro. 

Señora Porter also taught her students about Spain’s largest department store, El Corte 

Inglés.  Students worked in pairs and wrote a conversation between a customer and a 

clerk in a typical Spanish store about buying a holiday present for a friend.   All of the 

skits were videotaped. 

 The aim of this project was to develop the listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing skills of the students in Spanish and to help them prepare them for an authentic 

Spanish conversation.   It also helped to prepare the students for the speaking part of 

the assessment exam which will be administered in May. 

 

Alternative Assessments for Sixth Grade French Students 

 Sixth grade students in Mr. Strauzer’s French  class have been hard at work showcasing 

their newly acquired knowledge of French.  In order to reinforce their written knowledge of 

French, students created weather and season posters as the culminating activity for the unit.  The 

students created flipbooks, in French, of educational vocabulary such as the names of classroom 

objects and school subjects. The books also included sentences about both topics in the target 

language.  A job très bien fait. 

French Students Experience a Traditional Holiday Dessert 

 Students in Mr. Strauzer’s seventh grade French classes enjoyed a traditional 

French holiday dessert, Bûche de Noël.  The dessert was graciously provided by a stu-

dent’s parent. Bûche de Noël is designed to resemble a log ready for the fire.  The most 

common combination is a basic yellow sponge cake, frosted and filled with chocolate 

buttercream.  Students also read about the history behind the delicious dessert.  They 

look forward to the same gastronomic experience in eighth grade! 



Spotlight on 

The WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

A Spanish Fashion Show  

 Recently, seventh grade students in Señora Porter’s Spanish classes put on a fashion show.  This activity was 

the culmination of their two week study of clothing and colors in Spanish.  Students had to invent an identity for their 

model.  Then they had to think of an interesting outfit to model for the class.  In order to make the show “lively,” the 

models were asked to put together hilarious outfits complete with wigs, funny hats, and props. 

 On the day of the fashion show, the students brought in their own music and walked down the “runway.”  

When they were finished, they described, in Spanish , the outfit that they were wearing.  They included the names of 

the articles of clothing, colors, European sizes, materials, and cost in Euro.  In addition, they included where this outfit 

could or should be worn.  This was an excellent project for the students to practice their listening comprehension, 

speaking, reading, and writing skills.  The students enjoyed performing in this fashion show.   

 Señora Porter tries to incorporate a speaking project into her curriculum each quarter so that the students can 

use their knowledge of Spanish in real situations and enjoy their study of a foreign language.  

Performance Based Assessments in Grade Six Spanish Classes 

 This year, grade six Spanish students in Mr. Strauzer’s, Mrs. Caruthers’, and Mrs. Reilly’s 

classes are busy putting their knowledge to work in the classroom. Upon completing a unit of intro-

ductory study, students were divided into groups to write weather broadcasts during their class peri-

ods. Students then presented the broadcasts showcasing their verbal abilities in the target language, as 

well as highlighting their artistic talents by creating colorful posters. 

               As a culminating activity to demonstrate their understanding of educational vocabulary such as names of 

school supplies and courses offered,  students created flip books.  Students constructed sentences about the courses 

they found enjoyable and/or challenging.   The students enjoyed the activity. 

Haute Couture and Ropa de Moda Hit the World Languages Classroom! 

 Mr. Strauzer’s seventh and eighth grade French and Spanish let their creativity run wild by performing a fash-

ion show or creating a fashion booklet.  Students modeled items of clothing and accessories and had to state specific 

information in the target language to review noun/adjective agreement and correct pronunciation.  The description of 

the fashion had to include fabric, colors, price of the item, and European sizes.  Students were able to  create a Power-

Point presentation, create a booklet or poster, or use any other type of media.  Students enjoyed the presentations given 

by their peers!  Très bien fait!  ¡Muy bien hecho! 

Lights!  Camera!  Action! 

 El Desfile de Moda was a smashing success! Seventh grade students in Mrs. Scarola’s Span-

ish class worked on an in-class project which required them to apply all the skills necessary to 

communicate in Spanish: listening, speaking, reading and writing.   

 Prior to the fashion show, students worked cooperatively to prepare their oral and written 

presentations.  In a “fashion show” format,  the students described, in Spanish,  an outfit worn by 

the runway model.  While modeling,  the students pointed to the various clothing being described 

by their partner, displaying their listening, comprehension, and speaking skills. Each student even chose the music they 

wanted to use while showing off their latest fashion on the runway.  The students were very motivated to perform!   

The lights were dimmed and the spotlight shone on these fabulous students! ¡Bien Hecho! 

 



Spotlight on 

The WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

News from the German Club  

 The Garden City Middle School German Club provides an opportunity for students of the German language to 

learn about and participate in cultural activities outside the classroom experience.  Beginning with a small “buffet” of 

German (and Danish) pastries, students in sixth through eighth grade meet to discuss projects and trips, view films in 

the language, create crafts, play German games, and welcome guests who have spent time in Germany.   

     In late November, seventh grade club members were honored to have a visit from Mr. Walter Tomitz.  A vet-

eran of World War II, Mr. Tomitz spoke to students about his experiences as interpreter for the American Army in Ger-

many during the final year of the war.  He showed them his uniform, and some of the relics he brought back home at 

the end of his tour of duty.  One which was especially meaningful to him was a chess set that a German prisoner of war 

had made for him.  Mr. Tomitz is the grandfather of seventh grader John Simmons. 

    The holiday season was ushered in by several activities.  On December 3, St. Nicholas paid an early visit to 

club members.  They watched a film which explained the ways in which Advent is celebrated in German speaking 

countries and how the tradition of St. Nicholas began.  When the film was over, students rushed to the hallway outside 

the classroom to see if their shoes which had been lined up there were filled with candy or coal.  (They must all have 

been good; there was no coal!) 

    The following week, students and parents traveled to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to tour the Historical German-

Moravian Settlement.  Led by guides dressed in clothing typically worn by Moravians in the 1700s, students visited the 

buildings in which they lived, worked, and worshiped.  After the tour, they walked to the heated tents which house the 

Christkindlmarkt.  This American version of the outdoor markets found in Europe from December 1 to 24 offers Ger-

man wurst and other foods, beverages, and holiday crafts made both here and in Germany.  Live music is provided by 

local vocal and instrumental groups.  This trip is a favorite of most club members and their parents. 

    The last club meeting was devoted to making marzipan candies, a holi-

day tradition in Germany and in our German Club.  Students wear sterile gloves 

and create fruit, animals, and other assorted designs from an eight pound block 

of marzipan.  Club members lined up desks and covered them with parchment 

paper,  took small portions of the dough-like almond paste, colored it with food 

coloring, and molded it into the desired form.  The final products were then put 

in plastic bags to be taken home and placed in a Bunte Teller. 

      The next club project is Sprachfest.  This will be hosted in March by 

Ward Melville High School.  Once preparations begin, we will have our 

“Breakfast Club” meetings and competition play-offs.  

Pronounce Verify Comprehend 

    Mrs. Scarola attended a foreign language conference and learned many new ideas for instruction to further 

meet the needs of students with various learning styles. One of the strategies, implemented in Mrs. Scarola’s eighth 

grade Spanish class, offers auditory learners an opportunity to enhance reading comprehension in Spanish.  The strat-

egy is called Pronounce Verify Comprehend (PVC). 

 There are several steps to the strategy.  A student reads softly into a telephone-like device made from PVC 

pipe.  While whisper-reading, the Spanish words resonate back into the student’s ear.  The student reads the passage 

three times. On his or her first attempt, the goal is to capture the overall idea of the content.  On the second reading,  the 

student reads to answer various comprehension questions based on the passage.  The option of a third time is offered 

so that the student can focus on the expression and clarity of his or her  Spanish pronunciation. This activity reinforces 

reading, listening, and pronunciation skills in Spanish. 



In & around 

GCMS 

Students Spend the Day in Court! 

 Seventh and eighth grade students in Ms. Sheehan’s Introduction to Law and Criminal Jus-

tice class visited the Nassau County Courthouse located at 262 Old Country Road, in Mineola, New 

York.  The students had an opportunity to meet with the Nassau County District Attorney, Kathleen 

Rice.  Then the Associate Court Clerk allowed the students to witness a trial and a criminal sentencing.  In addition, the 

students had the opportunity to hear the District Attorney and one of her Assistant District Attorneys speak about the 

court process that is in place for criminals. The students also met judges, including Judge Donnino and Judge McCarty, 

who discussed their job responsibilities as well as their educational/professional training.  It was a wonderful experi-

ence for everyone!  

Ms. Rousku’s Art Corner 
 

Sixth grade art students will be finishing the first semester by creating a one 

of a kind "Rain Stick." This project combines the qualities of art and music for a fin-

ished piece that explores the art of South America. 

  

Seventh grade art students finished their Impressionist style paintings. They 

learned about the history of Impressionism and color mixing using primary, secondary, and tertiary colors.  

  

Eighth  grade art students are now creating self-portrait drawings for their stencil project that will 

be showcased at the Annual 8th Grade Art Show on Wednesday, March 30th at 7:30 pm. 

  

The Art Club is still accepting work for the 2011-2012 Garden City Middle School Planner. All stu-

dents interested, please see Ms. Rousku in room 246. The Art Club meets every Tuesday at 3:20 pm in      

room 246. 

 

Tangled! 

On Thursday, January 13, students from Ms. Greenwald's Anti-Bullying Club (ABC)  

went on a field trip to the movies to see Tangled. Afterwards, the club met as a group to discuss 

the movie's bullies, victims, and bystanders.  Students learned that there are many different 

types of bullying and victims are sometimes bullies too.  The trip was a success as students 

walked away with a deeper understanding of social and emotional learning. 



In & around 

GCMS 

NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 MEET 3 TOTAL 

Jack Bingham Nardone 5 5 5 15 

Walter Cook Nardone 5 3 5 13 

Jocelyn Cheng Nardone 3 4 5 12 

Mairead Pfaff Hakes 3 5 4 12 

Christian Polydor Orrego 3 5 4 12 

Kyle Quinn Orrego 4 3 5 12 

Joseph Como Nardone 2 4 5 11 

Kevin Donohue Hakes 3 3 5 11 

Eileen Farrell Orrego 3 3 5 11 

James Filomena Hakes 2 4 5 11 

Ted Flaherty Orrego 3 4 4 11 

Michael Gannon Hakes 3 4 4 11 

 

Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools  

 The third meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on Tues-
day, 11 January 2011. Our school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 50 of a possible 50.                                        

That has never happened before!!  OUTSTANDING!! 

TWELVE students had all five correct: 

Jack Bingham, Jocelyn Cheng, Joseph Como, Drew DeAngelo, Wally Cook, Kevin Donohue, Eileen Farrell, 

James Filomena, Jay Iraj, Zack Mauceri, Kyle Quinn, and James Rumsey 

CUMULATIVE TOTALS 

 The total school score after three meets is 120 points (of a possible 150).  Listed here are the scores for the stu-
dents who have the highest cumulative scores: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to everyone who participated! 



The Garden City Middle School Library 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

  The Mysterious Benedict Society 

By Trenton Lee Stewart 

 

ARE YOU A GIFTED CHILD Looking for special opportunities?  

When this peculiar ad appears in the newspaper, dozens of children enroll 

to take a series of mysterious, mind-bending tests. But in the end just four 

very special children will succeed. Their challenge: to go on a secret mis-

sion that only the most intelligent and resourceful children could complete. 

To accomplish it they will have to go undercover at the Learning Institute 

for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules.  

 

As our heroes face physical and mental trials beyond their wildest imagina-

tions, they have no choice but to turn to each other for support. But with 

their newfound friendship at stake, will they be able to pass the most im-

portant test of all?  

 

Welcome to the Mysterious Benedict Society. 

      

 

  The Total Tragedy of a Girl Named Hamlet 

By Erin Dionne 

 

All Hamlet Kennedy wants is to be a normal eighth grader. But with par-

ents like hers - Shakespearean scholars who actually dress in Elizabethan 

regalia . . . in public! – it’s not that easy. As if they weren’t strange enough, 

her genius seven-year-old sister will be attending her middle school, and is 

named the new math tutor. Then, when the Shakespeare Project is an-

nounced, Hamlet reveals herself to be an amazing actress. Even though she 

wants to be average, Hamlet can no longer hide from the fact that she, like 

her family - is anything but ordinary. 

      

 

  What the World Eats 

By Faith D’Aluisio 

 

Every day, millions of families around the world gather--at the table or on 

the floor, in a house or outdoors--to eat together. Ever wondered what a 

typical meal is like on the other side of the world? Or next door? Cultural 

geographers Peter Menzel and Faith D'Aluisio visited twenty-five families 

in twenty-one countries to create this fascinating look at what people 

around the world eat in a week. Meet a family that spends long hours hunt-

ing for seal and fish together, a family that raises and eats guinea pigs, and 

a family that drinks six gallons of Coca-Cola a week. 


